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After ten and one-half months, the Salvadoran cease fire successfully concluded on Dec. 15,
following demobilization of the last group of combatants from the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN). With the "armed peace" phase completed and with the FMLN now
established as a legal political party, the Salvadoran peace process has entered a new stage. Many
peace accord commitments must still be fulfilled and fear persists over the possible appearance of
armed groups on the extreme right or left. Nonetheless, observers generally agree that the cease
fire's successful completion rules out any possibility of returning to war. For better or worse, there
is no turning back; all confrontation will now be confined to the political and ideological spheres.
For its part, the FMLN sets three main goals for the coming period: consolidate the transformation
of Salvadoran society begun under the cease fire, pressure for full government compliance with the
peace accord's remaining clauses, and intensify political work to prepare for the March 1994 general
elections. Below is a chronology of events covering the final days of the cease fire: Dec. 10: Defense
Minister Gen. Rene Emilio Ponce announced that after the final rebel demobilization on Dec.
15, the army will provide the UN Observer Mission (ONUSAL) with an inventory of all weapons
confiscated from the FMLN during the 12-year civil war. According to the FMLN, government
security forces captured some 10,000 weapons from the rebels throughout the armed conflict. The
FMLN has repeatedly demanded an inventory of those weapons, claiming that the army either
distributed the arms to death squads and to private security firms, or sold them on the black market.
Dec. 11: During a plenary session, the Legislative Assembly approved an array of reforms in the
judicial system. Included were new statutes regulating the National Judiciary Council. Under the
reforms, the Council will be expanded from 5 to 11 members and will be granted much greater
autonomy than it currently enjoys. The Council, responsible for appointing judicial system officials,
will also oversee establishment and operation of a new academy for specialized training in law
and court procedures. Dec. 12: In El Sumpul, along the northern border with Honduras, the threemember Truth Commission began gathering testimony and evidence regarding the Rio Sumpul
massacre. Tape recorders and video cameras in hand, the three spoke with survivors of the May
1980 massacre, in which over 600 campesinos were killed in a joint Salavdoran-Honduran military
operation. The Truth Commission was set up under the peace accords to investigate the worst cases
of human rights violations committed during the war. The Commission will present its final report
to UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali in early 1993. Dec. 13: In a special session which began
on Sunday and ended in the pre-dawn hours the following day, the Legislative Assembly approved
a package of reforms to the electoral law. The legislation includes over 350 clauses finalizing the
ground rules for all future elections. Dec. 14: Top ONUSAL officials presented Supreme Electoral
Tribunal (TSE) president Luis Arturo Zaldivar with formal certification that FMLN demobilization
and disarmament had been completed. ONUSAL officials signed the document after visiting each
of the 15 rebel cease fire encampments to corroborate disarmament of the final 20% of rebel troops.
Afterwards, Zaldivar announced the TSE's official decision to legalize the FMLN as a political
party. Dec. 15: President Cristiani and the FMLN leadership attended the main official ceremony
commemorating the end of the cease fire. Foreign dignitaries present at the event included: UN
Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali; Presidents Jorge Serrano (Guatemala), Rafael Callejas
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(Honduras), and Violeta Chamorro (Nicaragua); US vice president Dan Quayle; and Mexican
Foreign Minister Fernando Solana. Former Nicaraguan president Daniel Ortega and a leader from
the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca,
URNG) were also present. FMLN leader Shafick Handal was among the leaders who addressed the
gathering. According to Handal, the FMLN does not regret the years spent in armed struggle, which
he said was essential to secure the democratic advances now taking place. "We will continue to be
revolutionaries, faithful to the poor and working people of this country," he said. Indirectly attacking
the government's economic program, Handal criticized neoliberal economic policies, declaring
that "democracy cannot be built by multiplying poverty, nor can it be built in the absence of social
justice." Handal expressed thanks, in the name of the FMLN, to the UN and the governments of
Spain, Mexico, Venezuela and Colombia for contributing to success of the negotiations and the
peace process. He also expressed thanks to Cuba and Nicaragua's Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN) for the support which they provided the FMLN. In his address, Dan Quayle confirmed
Washington's decision to pardon US$464 million (about 75.5%) of El Salvador's bilateral debt to the
US. In the evening, thousands of supporters attended the FMLN celebration commemorating the
formal end to the armed conflict. Speaking to the crowd, FMLN leader Leonel Gonzalez stressed
that, with demobilization complete, all efforts must now concentrate on maintaining unity to
displace the governing Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA) from power in the 1994 general
elections. In preparation for the elections, the FMLN will hold an assembly of founding members
Dec. 20-31, followed by the party's first national congress in January. Simultaneously in another
part of town, President Cristiani was joined by thousands of ARENA supporters and spectators
for a concert celebration and soccer game. Dec. 16: In a San Salvador press conference, Butros
Ghali said he had held separate meetings with Cristiani and with FMLN leaders during which
he promised to seek special UN assistance for the electoral process, including a UN observer
delegation during the March 1994 vote. "Yesterday's events were not only extremely important for
the Salvadoran people, but also for the UN and for the international community," he said. Butros
Ghali characterized the Salvadoran peace process as a model for resolving similar conflicts, such as
those in Angola, Mozambique, the former Yugoslavia, and Somalia. "It is a powerful message that
only through dialogue, through consultations and negotiations, can solutions to these problems be
found." (Sources: Notimex, 12/15/92; Agence France-Presse, 12/10-12/92, 12/14/92, 12/15/92; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 12/10/92, 12/11/92, 12/13-16/92)
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